Clear Creek: Last of the Bayous


Opening Scene: foggy morning shots of Clear Creek.

ARMY EMMOTT, tape 21    tc - 00:43:57:00

When you were on the creek you felt like you were a thousand miles from anywhere.  

Edit to:   tape 22, tc - 01:13:10:00

It kind of tears me up to see what people are missing today on the bayous.  

Edit to:   tape 22, tc - 01:13:10:00

(On cam)  They just need to know what this world was like before man began to destroy it. 

Narration

This is Clear Creek, on the southern border of Harris County,  just a couple miles from Houston's Outer Beltway.  

This slow-moving creek is called a bayou, but it's very different from the other bayous around Houston.  Although houses and subdivisions populate its banks, Clear Creek still supports an abundance of birds, fish & wildlife.  But things are changing along the creek, and for much of the wildlife that calls this bayou home ... time may be running out.

(Title of story)

"Last of the Bayous"

Dissolve to Lynne and Peter carrying a canoe.

LYNNE ALDRICH (Past President, Houston Audubon),   tape 23    tc - 00:24:10:00

It's wonderful to wake up in the morning on Clear Creek, even go to bed at night on Clear Creek because you hear the barred owls calling outside.  The Eastern screech owls will bring their families through.   In the morning you wake up to the dawn chorus of all the birds.

Edit to: tape 24, 00:05:00:00

Being on Clear Creek offers the illusion of being in a totally totally different habitat.  It's very tropical (cut to:).  You could be in South America.  You could feel like you're in South America. 

Edit to: tape 24, tc - 00:18:16:00

And the amazing thing is that Clear Creek is right here inside Harris County.  I mean, it's right here.  It's accessible to us.  It's ours.

JOHN TVETEN   tape 7    tc - 07:16:20:00

This is a real refuge around here, it's a gorgeous place but it's one of the few around.

Edit to: tape 6, 06:26:47:00






You can get some idea from the number of herons and egrets that are feeding along here of how productive this is.  We're seeing fish swirl.  There's birds feeding all along the edge.  I can hear all kinds of songbirds singing.  There's tremendous productivity in here.  And they're not making any of this anymore.

JOHN TVETEN   tape 7    tc - 07:17:36:00

And these birds, when they've flown from the corner of the Gulf of Mexico, get to the Texas Coast, this is just the kind of habitat they need.  They need a place where they can rest, get some shelter, find some food ... so that any time you lose this kind of habitat as a way station on a migratory route, you're effecting that population greatly.  

TERRY HERSHEY   tape 13    tc - 09:02:19:00

This particular Clear Creek is one of the only remaining unaltered creeks.  I mean, we'd be selling money to see what a bayou used to look like before we messed around with them.  You could put a gate around it and charge.  I think people would pay to see it.  It's beautiful.  To lose the beauty that can't be replaced.  To lose the ecosystem that can't be replaced.  (Use video from the documentary "Made in America")  To lose the fisheries.  Fisheries are dwindling worldwide and here you have a nursery-ground that will be taken away from the bay, which is one of the biggest industries on the bay is fishing.  (Edit to:   tc - 09:03:15:00)   It's ironic that Houston is called the Bayou City and we have been busy removing our bayous as hard as we could. 

Narration/Old Pictures

It's hard to imagine Houston in its' early days without bayous.  They were the primary source of transportation, recreation, and commerce.  Twenty-six major waterways extending through the region in an intricate web.  Houston truly was a "Bayou City".

Narration/Film footage of Houston's Ship Channel

But during the early part of the 1900's, Houston's growth exploded.  Its population doubled every ten years.  And much of that growth took place in floodplains.

Narration/Film of the Flood of 1936

Suddenly, the bayous became a threat.  In 1936, Houston's Downtown District was devastated when water spilled over the banks of Buffalo Bayou.  The entire landscape of Harris County was about to change forever.

Shots of construction along Sims Bayou.   Just nat sound, no narration or voice-over.

PHIL GLASS   tape 2    tc - 02:27:26:00

I think most urban-dwelling people in Southeast Texas think of it as a big channelized drainage ditch that their street goes across.  A way to get the water out of their streets as quick as possible.  But this is what a bayou is really supposed to be. 

Edit to: tape 2, 02:26:08:00

There's so few areas like this left in Metropolitan Houston that most people probably don't have a clear idea of what a natural bayou is supposed to be like.   And that's why we think it's important to preserve at least a remnant at least the few remaining areas that haven't been developed along their streamside because it's not only for their biological richness and flood control and sort of an amenity to living for the people nearby, but for a connection to our past.  

Narration 









    

But the ties to our bayou heritage are stretched thin, as more and more of our waterways are channelized.  This is Sims Bayou in Southeast Houston.  Here,  the waterway has been straightened, deepened, and widened for flood control.   A similar fate is planned for 19 miles of Clear Creek.  Its delicate ecosystem is at a crossroads.





WOODY WOODROW   tape 3    tc - 02:43:45:00

People love to live next to big trees.  They love to have something natural.

Edit to: 02:44:11:00  (Woody on camera)  The down side is that rivers do flood.  Streams do flood.  And it can affect your property.  Edit to: 02:44:23:00  The ideal way is to be able to live in harmony and be able to not lose the value of your property and still have all the amenities that these streams provide.

Narration

These amenities could be the source of a significant economic windfall.  Texas generates about twenty-six billion dollars a year from tourism and recreation.  And nature-based tourism is the fastest growing sector of the industry.

TED EUBANKS   tape 25    tc 15:19:03:00

People spend money to be involved in the outdoors.  And these communities that hold these resources in trust benefit economically by that activity.  It is that simple.  Then you can attach a spiritual value, a social value and an educational value.  You can attach all those other values, but never ignore that economic value.  Historically we have.  Historically we have discounted the economic value of these resources.  When we did a study of the National Wildlife Refuges in South Texas, the value from visitation had never been quantified.  We found out that birdwatchers alone were putting about 100 million dollars a year into the local economies.  Some of the most depressed economies in our state.  I would argue that the same thing is true for outdoor recreation around Galveston Bay and Clear Creek.  We have not quantified it yet and we better be very cautious about how we move forward with these great schemes and plans, because we may find ourselves cut off from great economic opportunities.  

Narration

The ultimate fate of Clear Creek will most directly affect the people who reside within its' watershed.  They are the ones who must deal with the floods of the bayou.  The challenge lies in adapting a balanced approach between development and the environment.  If this challenge is met, all Texans will have a chance to experience a remnant of Houston's bayou heritage. 

PETER GOTTSCHLING   tape 23    tc - 00:15:30:00

It's improved our quality of life because instead of having to go somewhere else to see nature & the birds and everything, we can just sit in our backyard & see nature come to us.

TED EUBANKS   tape 25    tc - 15:15:25:00

In the area around Houston, just the 7 counties around Houston, there are over 450 species of birds recorded.  There are only about 5 or 6 states that have more.  This is an unbelievable area.  Unbelievably rich for wildlife, and we still have a chance to save some of it.  It's not too late.

First Version of Updater at end:
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Flood Control Officials say they will seriously consider all input before making recommendations in December.
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At present, about $37,000,000 has already been spent on the project.  It is scheduled to be completed by 2006.

